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Dear Parents,

Does your student have an endangered species project to complete, need to make a poster about a country or want a photo of Lance Armstrong? Iowa Area Education Agencies are providing nine dynamic online resources to all Iowa accredited schools. Iowa students have access at school and at home (Internet access required), 24 hours a day, seven days a week. These online resources give your child access to a wealth of information for assignments, classroom projects, and personal interest. 

When accessing these online resources, students use information skills of finding, evaluating and using information; technology skills; and literacy skills in reading, analysis, and problem solving. The online resources are important tools for students to use and understand and will provide them with lifelong skills. A brief overview of each of the databases is listed below.
· AccuWeather provides current weather information to enhance science curriculum for projects, research, and presentations.
· AP Images is the online database of primary source content from the Associated Press (AP). Students and teachers can access over 6 million images, audio clips, graphics and text articles, from the 1800’s up to a minute ago.
· Atomic Learning is an virtual help desk for more than 205 applications students.  Atomic Learning provides over 50,000 short, easy-to-understand online tutorials. How-to training is available on special needs software and assistive technology devices

· Discovering Education streaming is a web-based digital video delivery system that provides over 9,000 videos, include interactive skill builders, educational games and math explanations.
· EBSCO is the largest school subscription agency of periodicals, newspapers and reference tools for elementary, middle and high school students. These resources provide excellent coverage of science, health, multicultural issues, music, politics, history, geography, etc
· iClipart For Schools is a collection of more than 7.8 million royalty-free photos, clipart, fonts, animations and sounds that teachers and students can use in multimedia presentations, Inspiration diagrams, school web sites, worksheets, newsletters, posters, signs and more.

· Learn360 is an interactive, media-on-demand digital delivery system for streaming and downloading full videos, video clips, images, audio files, podcasts and teacher resources.

· SIRS Issues Researcher provides relevant information to encourage dialogue and critical thinking about the major issues of today’s society. Thousands of highly targeted documents, primary source documents, websites, and multimedia represent viewpoints from the pros and cons, to everything in-between. 
· World Book Web is a suite of online research tools that delivers the information students need, including encyclopedia articles, primary source collections, educator tools, student activities, pictures, audio, and video, complemented by current periodicals and related web sites. Resources include: World Book Kids (K-4), World Book Student (4-12), World Book Advanced (7-College), French and Spanish encyclopedias (6-12), World Book Discover (6-12) for differentiated instruction, and three World Book Digital Libraries – Living Green (6-9), Early Peoples (3-8) and Invention & Discoveries (3-8).

Your student can access these online resources at www.iowaaeaonline.org using the following username and password. Remember, the license for these resources limits use to school related activities.

Username: 

Password: 

We are excited about the learning opportunities that access to these online resources will provide students! Please contact _______________________ at ______________for additional information.
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